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Discussion Item Community Center Public Art Policy

Background The new Community Center is viewed by the Arts and Humanities Commission
(AHC) as an opportunity for local artists to display and sell their work and to meet
to exchange ideas and techniques.  The coordination of such exhibits can be
challenging.  To facilitate this process and clearly identify how artwork will be
selected, displayed and exhibits promoted, the AHC has developed a draft policy
and procedures document for the Council’s consideration.  

The proposal provides for the formation, by the AHC, of an Exhibition Committee
comprised of AHC members, and volunteers.  The Committee would be responsible
for working with the AHC and the City to coordinate up to four exhibits per year
and to oversee smaller revolving displays of artwork submitted by individual artists,
local artists groups, students, crafters, and others.

The proposal addresses how artwork would be solicited and displayed.  It addresses
the need to promote the work and includes a preliminary budget.  Issues of liability,
insurance, and possible subject matter restrictions have not been resolved.

Policy “Takoma Park will have a flourishing cultural community where artists are valued
and community efforts are offered to enable their success.”

Community Cultural Values
 “Creative Vision: A Cultural Plan for the City of Takoma Park (May 2005)

Fiscal Impact To be determined on a case by case basis as exhibits are installed and promoted

Attachments • Art in the Municipal Building (DRAFT - July 2005)

Recommendation To review and comment on the proposed policy and procedures for the display of
artwork in the new Community Center

Special
Consideration

The Arts and Humanities Commission is interested in curating an exhibit for the
anticipated opening of the Community Center this fall.  If the Commission’s
proposal is generally endorsed by the Council on July 25, work on the exhibit would
begin prior to its formal approval.  A resolution adopting the proposed policy and
procedures would come before the Council for consideration following the August
break.








